Again an Unfortunate Speech

tions, nothing but double meanings. This homily is a for-
midable gesture and most dangerous at a time as serious as
the one through -which -we are now passing.

The German papers are screaming at French provocation.
Germany is arming, which she is at liberty to do, but in order
to facilitate these military laws being passed, she declares
that she is being provoked, which is absolutely untrue.
Anywhere else there would be the greatest difficulty in get-
ting people to accustom themselves to such a state of affairs.
What is beginning to dismay people are these taxes which
are under discussion before they have been formulated and
presented to the Chamber. This levy of a milliard of marks
on people's property which at first seemed quite feasible on
examination is found to be bristling with the greatest diffi-
culties. The Germans who only grasp things after some
little time only realised this when they examined the thing
closely. The more the federal committee probed into it the
more these gentlemen found it would be impossible to carry
out. I was told this only last night and heard of the em-
barrassment in which they found themselves after having
announced with such a fuss the formation of two new army
corps and the building of all these new fortresses on both
frontiers. The three years* military service law in France is
less of a business. Everyone there realises that a limit must
be put to the invasions with which one is constantly threaten-
ing her and so they are adopting the three years' service
-which was in force eight years ago.

France was rich under this system. In returning to it to
perfect her army and prepare her defences, with her intel-
lectual superiority she can so manage so as not to upset her
housekeeping. If only they could see all that is happening
here instead of saying "poor France,** they would cry "poor
Germany,"* for the latter is profoundly sick and does not
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